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Synopsis

This edition goes beyond others that largely leave readers to their own devices in understanding
this cryptic work, by providing an entrAfA©e into the text that parallels the traditional Chinese way
of approaching it: alongside Slingerland’s exquisite rendering of the work are his translations of a
selection of classic Chinese commentaries that shed light on difficult passages, provide historical
and cultural context, and invite the reader to ponder a range of interpretations. The ideal student
edition, this volume also includes a general introduction, notes, multiple appendices--including a
glossary of technical terms, references to modern Western scholarship that point the way for further

study, and an annotated bibliography.
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Customer Reviews

Confucius taught that ’virtue is never solitary; it always has neighbors.’ (4.25). Based on the best
modern and traditional Chinese and Western scholarship, Edward Slingerland’s exemplary new
translation of the AnalectsA¢a -4 ¢including selections from the traditional commentaries on each
passage of the textA¢a —a ¢is a welcome edition. Contemporary readers will be enlightened as to
what Confucius taught his disciples and will share the experience of being a neighbor to all the
generations of students who have pondered the sometimes cryptic and enigmatic words of
Confucius. Slingerland’s use of commentary gives readers a fighting chance at understanding and

appreciating this foundational Confucian classic. --John Berthrong, Boston University This work not



only exemplifies meticulous research and scrupulous craft of translation, it also offers a new
perspective for Analects scholarship and a new model for Analects translation. Edward Slingerland
should be congratulated for providing such an invaluable service to American college students as
well as the scholarly community at large. There is much for us to learn from this new translation, and
we are all indebted to its author. --Yuet Keung Lo, China Review InternationalEdward Slingerland’s
new translation of the Confucian Analects is something that we have long needed: an accurate,
lucid rendition paired with helpful explanations and reference material, including selections from the
most important traditional commentaries. General readers and students will find no more accessible,
reliable entree to this difficult and seminal text. This new Analects is an extraordinary contribution
and should by rights become the preferred starting-point for English-language readers. --David

Schaberg, University of California, Los Angeles

Edward Slingerland is Associate Professor of Asian Studies, Canada Research Chair, University of

British Columbia.

Clear and readily understandable translation

This is another book my son was required to read for school. Thank you for the great price and

getting it to our doorstep .

great commentary that helps put the Analects into context. among the things that made it much

easier to understand was the list of figures that were mentioned in the Analects

Very easy to follow with a lot of connections. For the first time | was able to grasp some key

elements | never noticed before.

Easy to read and informative.

Best version of Analects.This is beyond translation. Lots of deep thoughts are put into it, which
helps reader think and understand the true meaning behind every word of the sage. This is a must

read by everyone.

An excellent translation of the core text (5+ stars). However, Slingerland should have done a lot less



editorializing in the commentary sections and instead just translated or summerized from the various

commentaries (2 Stars).

| can’t wait to start reading this! I'm fascinated with Chinese philosophy. | do not believe in western
"religions”, however, | like to surround myself more with East Asian "practices" that have a beautiful
basis of harmony. | didn’t think a book like this was available (even living in this generation) but I'm

happy to have discovered it. The cover blows my mind with anticipation!
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